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WOW… NEWS, NEWS AND MORE NEWS!!
We are very pleased to present to you the Knoxville
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women (KDCCW)
Dogwood Connect Quarterly Newsletter, November
2021 edition. This edition is literally packed with information and updates that we hope you will share with your
membership.
Page two begins with a letter from KDCCW President
Susan Collins outlining three important goals: communication, mentoring and membership. The next pages introduce the committee chairs for communication, mentoring and membership. Page four provides details about an
important CCW mission aimed at feeding the hungry.
The pages that follow contain an update from the Legislative committee and a variety of updates and photos
from two of the KDCCW Deaneries.
We hope this newsletter serves to connect you with the
many wonderful and faith filled activities occurring
throughout KDCCW. We are both appreciative and
thrilled to provide you with so much content each quarter
and encourage you to keep the contributions coming.
Please send your submissions to Susan Collins at
scollins51@hotmail.com. Now lets get reading.....
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MESSAGE FROM THE KDCCW PRESIDENT

I want to thank the ladies that took
the time out of a very busy schedule,
on a Saturday, to attend “The Trickle
Down Effect” training on Aug. 14 at
Cathedral Hall in Knoxville. So much
information was presented in a few
short hours by a great team of ladies!
I encourage everyone to review the NCCW Guidance and Resource
Manual as you plan a new year or revise the current one.
As you can see by the above logo, I have chosen “Faith like a Child” as the theme for the 2021 – 2023
term of KDCCW. Yes, my family has influenced this decision by the awe and wonder of my
granddaughter and my husband’s journey of faith from diagnosis to transplant and beyond. God is
good. This theme reflects humility as we simplify what is most important in our efforts… building the
Kingdom of God.
Three areas or goals, have been identified to concentrate on:
COMMUNICATION: As the pandemic has taught us, we had to think outside the box to keep our
ladies informed and involved. We have a wonderful team of ladies, on our Board of Directors, involved
with emails, website, social media, directory, printed material and the latest edition of our quarterly
newsletter, Dogwood Connect. Welcome to Emily Booker, who will be joining our team as
Communication Chair, to assist in this area.
MENTORING: The NCCW Mentoring Program can be utilized on all levels of council. Ladies in a new
position would benefit from a Mentor as they begin a new role and ladies who have served many
years in a role, could also benefit from a Mentor or being a Mentor to someone else for a refresher on
the focus of council work. All this information is available from our Leadership Commission Chair,
Kathy DeAngelis, who is eager to share the benefits of this program, and it is on the NCCW website.
MEMBERSHIP: Our parishes, deaneries and the diocese are affiliated with the National Council of
Catholic Women, however individual membership has its benefits too. Karen Vacaliuc, our
Membership Chair, has introduced a friendly challenge to increase NCCW membership. Membership
also includes ladies in our own parishes or ladies in a parish that is not associated with NCCW.
Cumberland Mountain Deanery “Adopt a Parish” program, under the direction of Deanery President
Donna Curry, has targeted non-affiliated parishes to introduce ladies to our council and include them,
as Catholic women.
I want to thank all the current Board of Directors for your willingness to serve the ladies in the Diocese
of Knoxville in your respective role. Together, as the body of Christ, we will strive to live up to the
mission statement we proclaim at our gatherings. May almighty God bless us all for our efforts!
Your sister in Christ,

Susan
Susan M. Collins, KDCCW President 2021-23
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EMILY BOOKER
COMMUNICATION COMMITTEE CHAIR

A message from Emily Booker. Communication Committee Chair

“The goal of
the Communi-

I was born in Greeneville, TN and raised in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church. I have a BS in journalism from Tennessee Tech and a
MALS in community studies from ETSU. I joined the Catholic Church at
the Easter Vigil in 2012 and now work as the digital media producer for
the Diocese of Knoxville.

cation Committee is to
provide
needed information (like

I am a member of the Cathedral of the Most
Sacred Heart of Jesus, where I lead the
young adult women’s study group and am a
member of the St. Meinrad Young Adult Initiative core team. I am also involved in the
St. Clare Guild, the St. Vincent de Paul Society, and various Bible studies.

this newsletter!) so that
more women
can easily join
and participate in all

As chair for the Communication Committee,
I am excited to help the KDCCW in the various ways we communicate
to members, potential members, and our parishes. Communication is
not just about keeping people informed but also in listening and helping
people feel like they are a part of the community.

that the CCW
has to offer.”

We are currently looking at updating our website, streamlining our mailing lists, clarifying positions and contacts, and finding ways to promote
news and events from the KDCCW and its affiliates. The pandemic
showed us that staying in contact and finding creative ways to communicate is key to maintaining a community when things get disrupted.
Even as things return to normal, we can use these new ideas to connect with more people. The goal of the Communication Committee is to
provide needed information (like this newsletter!) so that more women
can easily join and participate in all that the CCW has to offer.
Emily Booker
Diocese of Knoxville, Digital Media Producer
ebooker@dioknox.org 865-862-5730
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KAREN VACALIUC
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

Get to know Karen Vacaliuc, Membership Committee Chair
Karen was born in New Hampshire to a Catholic family that served in
many areas of parish life. She has early memories of hiding in the
choir loft, while her mother played the organ for Mass. Karen lived in
IL for her college years at Northwestern University, and after while her
husband worked on his master’s degree. She moved to TN in 2009
and has lived in Oak Ridge for most of that time, attending St. Mary’s
Parish. She recently moved to Harriman, TN along the beautiful
shores of the Clinch River. She and her husband now attend St. Thomas the Apostle in Lenoir City.
She and her husband have three grown children, all who live in the area. Anna is in Oak Ridge
working on her massage therapy degree. Gabriel lives in Chattanooga and is a computer programmer, who loves the ability to work from anywhere there is an internet connection. Marian, who
many have heard sing at KDCCW Conventions, is in college at Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) and majoring in musical theatre/vocal performance. Her husband, Bogdan, works as
a group leader at Oak Ridge National Lab. In their spare time, they both enjoy boating and swimming in the Clinch River and the waterways of East Tennessee.
Karen’s degree from Northwestern University was in the School of Speech in Theatre. She has
worked for many years as a costume designer, but recently retired from that work. She has found
her new vocation as a birth doula, assisting families during the vulnerable and precious time of
childbirth, welcoming new babies into their lives.
She has gladly served CCW in many capacities, from Affiliate President to Deanery Service Commission Chair and Vice President and most recently as KDCCW President. She is eager to help
the current President, Susan Collins, in her desire to increase membership. As the membership
chair, she is ready to share the vision and mission of NCCW and encourage ladies to embrace it as
their own by becoming members.

We currently have a Membership Challenge!!
We are encouraging new NCCW memberships. We have a friendly competition for the parish that
has the most NEW members by April 2022. We will announce the 2 parishes that have increased
their membership at the 2022 KDCCW Convention, and they will each receive a gift certificate. The
parish can decide who to give that gift certificate to, maybe one of those new members!!
We are also encouraging an Adopt a Parish program (see Page 7 for details). This is a great way
to spread the vision and mission of CCW to parishes that do not have an active CCW program. We
are asking each deanery to reach out to un-affiliated parishes. One way to do this is to reach out to
parishes, find out if there is already an active women’s group, or if there are a few women who are
the movers and shakers in their parish. These are the women we want to reach!! Maybe meet
some of these women over coffee? (Remember that Jesus did some of his best work at meals.) Invite these women to a future parish or deanery meeting/event. Show them what CCW is all about.
We are not trying to start new affiliates right away, make them understand that! We just want to invite them to the table. CCW is open to all Catholic women, and we just want them to be invited and
attend.

KATHY DEANGELIS
LEADERSHIP COMMISSION (MENTORING) CHAIR

I was born in Detroit, Michigan to a Catholic family. I moved twelve times in Michigan
and once in Oregon before settling in Tennessee. Currently, I live in Morristown where
my family and I have been members of Saint Patrick Catholic Church (Five Rivers) for
over 25 years.
I met my husband, Dave, while we both were students at Michigan
State University. We have been married for 34 years and have 3
adult sons: Nicholas (Carolina) who lives in Dallas, Texas, Logan
who lives in Morristown, and Jordan who lives in Lexington, Kentucky.

“Think of
mentors as
travel guides
who share
I have a Master of Science in Applied Math and have taught at
experiences,
several colleges. While my boys were growing up, I was the Dioffer guidance
rector of Religious Education and Youth Minister at Saint Patrick.
and listen
Currently, I am employed by the State of Tennessee where I work
with high school seniors who have deficiencies in math to help pre- attentively. “
pare them for post-secondary opportunities. I enjoy reading, walking, visiting my sons, and my cats!
As Chair of the Leadership Commission, I will be focusing on mentoring and getting
more active and involved members.
Think of mentors as travel guides who share experiences, offer guidance, and listen attentively. When looking for mentors, look for people who are knowledgeable,
friendly, and encouraging. People who are willing to
share their gifts and talents. For example, tech-savvy individuals could show others how to install and use apps
or social media platforms to keep up to date on parish/
diocesan information and events, or individuals who are
familiar with making and/or praying the rosary could lead
and instruct groups who are less familiar.
Mentors don’t even have to lead an activity. They could
simply give a word of encouragement or an invitation to a
church event. Mentoring programs can be formal and official, or informal and relaxed.
Whichever approach is taken, start small. Pick a reasonable goal and succeed with
that before choosing more ambitious goals.
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CROSS CATHOLIC FOOD PACKING
Submitted by Patty Johnson
Nearly one billion people go to bed hungry
each night. In the poorest countries, families sometimes go days without food.
Nearly 16,000 children die from hunger related causes each day; that’s one child
every five seconds.
At our September Knoxville Diocesan CCW
Board meeting, the Cross Catholic Food
Packing project was brought up and discussed among the Board members. It was
voted on to hold a food packing project involving all of our parish affiliate CCW's help
in fund raising for this project. Our goal is
to raise $13,000 from our 34 parish
CCW's. This is the money needed to pack
40,000 meals which is a cost of 33 cents
per meal. Our fund raising can begin now
and continue through the first of March,
2022. Bishop Stika has given his approval
for this project and the fund raising needed.
We ask that you take this information to
your parishes and join the movement to
feed the hungry through the love of Christ
— food packing events are led by parishes,
schools or organizations across the United
States engaging in a revolution against
world hunger. These events bring communities and parishes together to pack Vitafood packets and raise the funds necessary

to ship this lifesaving food to
the poorest of
the poor around
the world. June
Lawrence of
Cross Catholic
has asked us to
participate in
this project for
the hungry in
Haiti.

“Our goal is to raise
$13,000 from our
34 parish CCW's”…
“to pack
40,000 meals”
by March 26, 2022

In our ﬁght
against world hunger by hosting a food
packing event in partnership with Cross
Catholic Outreach, we have set a date
of March 26,2022 for the food packing. This will take as many volunteers as
we can gather including some young people in our parishes who perhaps are looking for service hours for their confirmation. It will be an assembly line project
where we will pack specific amounts of
beans, rice, dried vegetables, and nutrients. Cross Catholic will provide all supplies and packing materials and will have a
Cross Catholic representative on hand to
overlook our packing day. These events
bring communities together to pack Vitafood and to ship these life-saving meals to
the poorest of the poor around the world.
Cross Catholic Outreach ministry partners
rely on shipments of Vitafood to feed hundreds of thousands of meals to hungry children and families in poverty-stricken areas
such as Haiti, Nicaragua and Guatemala.
For just 33 cents per meal, Cross Catholic can cost-effectively purchase and ship
Vitafood meals hand-packed by
you! Learn more about food packing on
the Cross Catholic web site. Google Cross
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Author among us!

ADOPT A PARISH MINISTRY

Submitted by Karen Vacaliuc

Kathleen Kelly, member of St. Alphonsus,
has become a published author. She currently serves as the Spirituality Commission
Chair at the Diocesan, Deanery and Affiliate
levels of CCW. A Love beyond Words is a
collection of true stories of Near-Death experiences. Kathleen describes it in her own
words as “the story of
my Near Death Experience (NDE) as well as
my life and experience of
God before, during and
after that life-changing
experience”.
The book, entitled A
Love Beyond Words is
available by calling (800) 932-2145, or
through their website
at www.shopguideposts.org
Questions? Email Kathleen
directly at nulifekelly@gmail.com

Submitted by Donna Curry

The Cumberland Mountain Deanery is
blessed with several vibrant CCWs. There
are 15 parishes in our Deanery. Almost
half of these parishes either have inactive
CCWs or have small numbers that limit
their participation. To help build the CCW,
adoptive parishes can partner with inactive/smaller parishes to determine how
they can be best supported. Some actions
that may be beneficial include
 Visiting smaller parishes for a Mass
or a meeting.
 Inviting each to join in meetings/
programs/events.
As councils emerge from the past year, we
can look to support each other and grow
stronger.
Contact Donna Curry with questions at
Dmcurry49@gmail.com

CROSS CATHOLIC FOOD PACKING CONTINUED:
Catholic/Food Packing and you will find much information on how other organizations have accomplished this Food Packing project and there are also several you tube videos for you or your parish
members to watch.
It will be up to each Parish CCW on how they want to do their fund raising, but I believe a personal
invitation to friends and family to assist us will bring about the larger donations we are looking for. I
understand that some parishes will be able to raise more than others, but we must remember that
we are talking $13,000 so it is more than pass the hat and put in a dollar. We must plan for this strategically and look for checks instead of coins. Maybe try an idea of passing up a night out to a Restaurant and donating the monies that would cost for you and a friend, or make this part of your Advent and Lenten sacrifice, or a donation in place of some of the summer recreational activities you
were participating in. Of course there are always rummage sales, bake sales, garage sales, market
place sales etc. to raise monies also.
Your checks should be made our to K-DCCW and sent to Patty Johnson 13 Kent Court, Fairfield
Glade, TN 38558 with Cross Catholic Food Packing in the memo. Patty will serve as treasurer of
this project and is listed in the K-DCCW Directory as the Parliamentarian.
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Legislative Advocacy Commission
Submitted by Jane Carter, Chair

Legislative Advocacy Commission

We have just closed out October, the month of the Rosary, Pro-Life and Council Sunday—all celebrated and recognized in various ways both individually and within our parish affiliates…and I wonder,
did any of these events include legislative advocacy?
Did you email your elected representatives to promote legislation regarding the sanctity of life from
conception to natural death?
Did you pray the rosary of the unborn as a group?
Did you include any meetings or events in your CCW affiliate calendar that include local municipal
voting, issues before our state legislature or issues of concern expressed in our resolutions
that are currently on our national agenda?
Did you pray a rosary for the Supreme Court Justices who will hear and decide cases that impact
our priorities?
Did you include your mayor, your state representatives, your US Senators in your e-prayer lists?
IT’S NEVER TOO LATE!!
If October slipped by, November is the perfect time to begin! Our rosaries will continue, our pro-life
work is constant, our promotion of Council is ongoing.
Parish Presidents: Appoint someone to check on pending legislation of specific topics the day before
your meetings and bring one or two “action items” to share. (More than this will most likely be forgotten
or ignored---better to focus on just one or two. Be sure to remind everyone of the connection between the issue and our Catholic Teachings, and our moral responsibility to participate in the
political process.)
A few places to begin—always look for “current/pending legislation” to find the latest information:
United States Conference Catholic Bishops www.usccb.org/offices/government-relations
Catholic Charities USA (sign up to receive Washington Weekly) socialpolicy@catholiccharitiesusa.org
Tennessee Catholic Public Policy Commission

www.tncpppc.org

Tennessee Right to Life www.tntrl.org
BEST TOOLS TO USE:

“It doesn’t take specialized skills to do legislative advocacy—it does
take commitment and compassion!” --Network: A Catholic Social Justice Lobby
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SMOKY MOUNTAIN DEARNERY
GENERAL MEETING
Submitted by Michelle Peckham, SMDCCW, President, KDCCW, Vice President

The SMDCCW had their fall general meeting on Saturday, October 30 at Holy Ghost Church in Knoxville. The
meeting, postponed one year because of the pandemic, was to celebrate the 100 + 1 anniversary of the founding of
NCCW by the American Catholic Bishops in 1920. It was hosted by the ladies of Holy Ghost and Immaculate Conception.
The day began with the Deanery’s officers honoring those women who had lead the Deanery and are no longer with
us by placing candles at the altar of Our Lady. The Mass was co-celebrated by Father Dan Whitman, spiritual advisor to the Deanery and Father William McNeeley, Pastor of Holy Ghost. They were assisted by Deacon Scott
Maentz and Deacon Gordy Lowery.
The Deanery welcomed Maribeth Stewart Blogoslowski as their guest speaker after a brief information meeting.
Maribeth is the NCCW representative to the WUCWO Board and NGO representative to the United Nations. She
is a former NCCW president. She also held positions within NCCW as the NCCW’s Province Director for the Archdiocese of Hartford. Maribeth served as the Hartford ACCW President and Treasurer, the New Haven CCW President, Treasurer, and publisher of a quarterly newsletter for members. She is a catechist, sacristan, extraordinary
minister for communion, and a
Dame of the Equestrian Order
of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem. Maribeth spoke on
“Responding to Our Call to
Holiness” a presentation she
originally made at the
WUCWO North America
Region Conference.

Above: Deanery Officers with the Guest Speaker and Spiritual Advisor,
Fr. Dan Whitman.
Right: Michelle Peckham introduces Maribeth Stewart Blogoslowski,
Guest Speaker.
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NEWS FROM THE DEANERIES
Submitted by Mary Wieczorek, President St. Francis Assisi CCW

Rummage and Bake Sale
In the middle of August St. Francis of Assisi CCW was able to hold a safe and profitable rummage sale Labor Day weekend the ladies of St. Francis of Assisi held a postponed bake sale at
the Fairfield Glade Mall. Both events will allow donations to charities and seminarians who
depend on them.

Not a shower, but a DOWNPOUR!
St Francis of Assisi Fairfield Glade
turned their October meeting into a baby
shower. Speakers were Lisa Dajey and
Sandi Davidson. They took quite a haul back to Knoxville for the Ladies of Charity and Catholic Charities!

Cumberland Mountain Deanery
CMDCCW votes on 2021-2023
Service Projects.
Submitted by Karen Vacaliuc

Crossroads Center of Hope offers long-term transitional
housing for at-risk single mothers and their young children
and emergency housing for abused mothers and children.
www.crossroadstransitions.org
Sleep in Heavenly Peace is helping children in need sleep
better by building beds. No child should be sleeping on the
floor. www.shbeds.org
The Cumberland Mountain Deanery Council of Catholic
Women held its Fall General Meeting on October 23,2021
hosted by St. Therese Catholic Church in Clinton.

Left to right: Theola Copeland Province Director, Karen
Meiring Secretary, Donna Curry President, Karen Marabella-Miller Vice President, Kathy Morin Leadership Commission, Kathleen Kelly Spirituality Commission, Missing
Karen Schutte Treasurer and Eddie Booth Legislative
Commission

Theola Copeland, Province Director of Louisville attended
the Fall General Meeting and spoke about the National Council of Catholic Women membership. She reminded us
all of how important it is to renew or become a first-time member. Join with women across the country in leadership,
spirituality, and service. NCCW works together to address current topics, such as new programs to serve the poor
and vulnerable, leadership development, parliamentary procedures, and so much more.
The CMDCCW has nominated Jane Carter, past Knoxville Diocese Council of Catholic Women (KDCCW) President
for the National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW’s) “Our Lady of Good Counsel Award.” The election will be
held at the NCCW Convention to be held in Minneapolis, MN in 2022.

2022 KDCCW CONVENTION DATES ANNOUNCED
Submitted by MJ Uhlik

The Holy Family: Our Guidance and Strength is the theme of the 2022
Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women Convention.
The convention will be held Thursday April 28 to Saturday April 30 at our host parish, St.
Therese Lisieux in Cleveland, Tennessee.
The convention hotel will be Hampton Inn in Cleveland. In line with our theme, our speakers
are part of our Diocesan and Community family.
Our keynote speaker will be Deacon Scott Maentz from Holy Ghost Parish in Knoxville. The speakers on Friday will
be Arlene Webb from St. Stephens, Chattanooga and Leah Carroll (https://www.facebook.com/jacobleah.bellcarroll) from
the Cleveland community. On Saturday, our speaker will be Sister John Catherine Kennedy who was previously part our
Diocese and is now at Aquinas College in Nashville. Please mark your calendar for this event. We hope to see you at the
convention and for Bunco on Friday night.
*Thank you to MJ Uhlik, Linda Lambert, Julie Bomar and the committee for your hard work on our next convention.
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KDCCW

KDCCW PARTICIPATES IN

Board Contact
Information
President
Susan M. Collins
43 Pinecrest Ct. W.
Greeneville, TN 37745
423-470-2560 (C)
scollins51@hotmail.com

The Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic Women participated in
40 Days for Life at Planned Parenthood in Knoxville on Friday, October 15th. Ladies from Christ the King, Holy Trinity, Holy Ghost
and Notre Dame attended the prayer vigil. The 40 Days for Life
campaign uses a peaceful, community-based approach of prayer,
fasting and vigil to call for an end to abortion. The campaign ran
from Sept. 22-Oct. 31, 2021.

Vice-President
Michelle Peckham
5762 Holly Grove Way Apt
533
Knoxville, TN 37918
517-980-1514
misha1109@yahoo.com

Secretary
Amelia Sweeney
450 Lakeshore Drive
Sevierville, TN 37876
865-430-5084 (H)

KDCCW President,
Susan Collins and
KDCCW Service
Commission Chair,
Joan Rowe participating in the 40 Days for
Life prayer vigil.

865-209-9097 (C)
thesinginglt@gmail.com

Treasurer
Kathy Morin
20 Valley Forge Dr.
Oak Ridge, TN 37830
865-230-1390 (C)
kathymorin69@gmail.com

Prayer for the Unborn
Dear Father, we ask You to protect our brothers and sisters now forming
their earthly vessels in their mothers womb. Comfort their mothers and
fathers.
Lord Jesus give these smallest of persons the strength to be born- to fully
participate in Your creation.
May Your Holy Spirit infuse their souls with love for You and bring them
safely home to Our heavenly kingdom after long, healthy and loving lives.

