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Mentoring Resolution Passed at 2022 Convention
Read the details below.
Purpose: To inform the Knoxville Diocesan Council of Catholic
Women (KDCCW) and its members of the importance of mentoring
and to offer mentoring ideas to implement the KDCCW and its affiliates.
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Details: Mentoring builds trusting relationships between mentors and
mentees, offering guidance, support, and encouragement to develop
the skills of the mentee. Mentoring allows individuals to recognize
their potential contributions to the organization, engages participants
more fully in programs and activities, and enhances new talents, gifts,
and ideas. All levels of council can benefit from mentoring relationships, thus strengthening our organization by helping it to thrive and
grow with active members and future leaders.
Resolution: The KDCCW will encourage its members to utilize the
mentoring program within all levels of the organization, which encourages the mentee to act outside her comfort zone while trying new
tasks. The KDCCW will encourage its members to publish mentoring
articles and ideas in the Diocesan Newsletter, Dogwood Connect, to
assist in utilizing the mentoring program.
Submitted by: Kathy DeAngelis, KDCCW Leadership Commission Chair

Photo above from the
KDCCW Convention 2022

MESSAGE FROM THE KDCCW PRESIDENT
Dear Ladies,
The last couple of months have truly been an experience
thanks to the hard work of some very special ladies. I hope everyone had savored the
moments with cherished friends and made some new ones, as we shared time together in
worship, fellowship and service.
Our Service Commission Chair, Joan Rowe, has worked overtime with our Food Packing
Project Chair, Patty Johnson, and her committee to organize a service project through
Cross Catholic Outreach. On March 26, we packed just over 50,000 meals because of the
generous donations from across the diocese. Thank you ladies and to everyone who
contributed and / or worked on this humbling project. The pictures in this newsletter and
the article in the East Tennessee Catholic have more information on the effort.
I would also like to extend appreciation to MJ Uhlik, Julie Bomar
and the entire convention committee from the Chattanooga
Deanery, who devoted numerous hours to pray, plan and promote
the 32nd annual KDCCW Convention for the women of our
Diocese. The family atmosphere they provided for us made
everyone feel right at home. Thank you to the staff and
parishioners of St. Therese of Liseaux, and especially The Women
of Faith, for your gracious hospitality. The convention theme of
“The Holy Family, our guidance and strength” came alive through
various speakers giving us a deeper realization that we are all
God’s family. Thank you for sharing your family stories with us.
All our Commission Chairs, Committee Chairs and Board Members are a great resource
and I thank them for their efforts, as the body of Christ. Let us strive to live up to the
mission statement we proclaim at our gatherings. May almighty God bless us all for our
efforts!

Your Sister in Christ,

Susan

Susan M. Collins, KDCCW President 2021-23
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MONSIGNOR AL HUMBRECHT
CHATTANOOGA DEANERY SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Monsignor Humbrecht was born in Nashville. He attended
Holy Name School and Father Ryan High School. He studied at St. Pius X Seminary in Erlanger, Ky., and at Theological College at The Catholic University of America in
Washington, D.C.
Msgr. Al was ordained to the priesthood on May 6, 1972,
at St. Henry Church in Nashville. In 2022, he celebrated
the 50th anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood! He
has had many parish assignments and many ministerial assignments during
his tenure including campus ministry at the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga, teaching high school and working as an assistant principal. He also
served as dean of the Chattanooga Deanery the Smoky Mountain Deanery in
Knoxville.
The College of Consultors elected him diocesan administrator in January
1999, and he led the church in East Tennessee for most of that year before
the installation of Bishop Joseph E. Kurtz. When Bishop Kurtz became
archbishop of Louisville, the consultors again chose Monsignor Humbrecht to
be administrator. He served 19 months until the installation of Bishop Stika in
March.
Monsignor Al Humbrecht, was bestowed the title of Missionary of Mercy in
February 2016, by Pope Francis for the Year of Mercy at the recommendation
of Bishop Richard F. Stika. Monsignor Humbrecht was among just 1,071 Missionaries of Mercy appointed by Pope Francis worldwide, and one of just 125
in the United States.

FATHER JOSEPH KUZHUPIL
5 RIVERS DEANERY SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Father Joseph Kuzhupil, MSFS is currently the Pastor of Notre Dame Church in Greeneville Tennessee.
He is also the Spiritual Advisor to the 5 Rivers Deanery.
Father Joseph was born in Athirampuzha Kottayam
Kerala India. He has 8 siblings, 3 brothers (one of
whom is also a priest) and 5 sisters (one of whom is
a nun).
He is a missionary priest of St. Francis De Sales.
Recently Father Joseph celebrated his
37th anniversary of ordination to the priesthood. Father Joseph said one of his favorite parts of his ministry is visiting the sick people of his parish.

MEMBERSHIP
DRIVE
WINNERS
ANNOUNCED

In November of
2021, the KDCCW
announced that they
would be having an
award for 2 parishes
that have increased
their NCCW membership. Each parish
would receive a gift
certificate.
The two winners
were announced at
the KDCCW Conference. Congratulations to St. Thomas
the Apostle and
Holy Trinity!
Submitted by:
Karen Vacaliuc
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FATHER DAN WHITMAN
KDCCW & SMOKEY MOUNTAIN DEANERY SPIRITUAL ADVISOR

Father Dan Whitman serves as the Knoxville Diocese (KDCCW) Spiritual
Advisor and Smokey Mountain Deanery Spiritual Advisor. Father Dan
was born and raised in Winston Salem, North Carolina. Father Dan has
one deceased brother. Before ordination, he worked at a large company
in Nashville.
He attended undergraduate studies at St. Meinrad Seminary in Indiana
and Sacred Heart School of Theology in Hells Corner, Wisconsin. He
was ordained a priest on November 11, 1983 in Nashville, TN.
Father Dan enjoys travel and has been to all 50 states and many different
countries. He likes being outdoors, hiking, walking and cross-country skiing. He is now retired as a pastor but continues to actively serve as a
priest in the Knoxville Diocese. He has been a long time supporter of
CCW and remarked that he is “honored to be the KDCCW Spiritual Advisor”.

FATHER RAY POWELL
CUMBERLAND MOUNTAIN DEANERY SPIRITUAL ADVISOR

Fr. Ray was born and raised in east-central Iowa where he spent most of his life. He is a graduate of
The University of Iowa with a Computer Science degree, and worked for 20 years as a Software Engineer and Systems Analyst.
In 2004, at the age of 39, he completed RCIA and converted to Catholicism. Then in 2005, he moved to the Chattanooga area to be
closer to his two older brothers and their families. Father Powell lived
in Apison and his home parish was St. Stephen in Chattanooga. While
living in there, he was called to the priesthood and in 2010 was accepted as a seminarian for the Diocese of Knoxville. Fr. Ray spent five
years of priestly formation at Sacred Heart Seminary & School of Theology in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, completing his formation and theological studies in May 2015. He was ordained on June 27, 2015, and spent
the first year of his priestly ministry as a Pastoral Associate at OLPH in
Chattanooga.
After his first year of priestly ministry, Fr. Ray Powell spent two years
as the pastor of three parishes in three different counties in the northwestern part of our diocese (OLPH in La Follette, Christ the King in
Tazewell, and St. Jude in Helenwood). He was then assigned to St.
Thomas the Apostle in Lenoir City as their pastor. Since then, he has been appointed as he Spiritual
Advisor to the Cumberland Mountain Deanery.
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KDCCW CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 2022

Submitted by MJ Uhlik

Our 22nd Annual KDCCW Convention held at St. Therese
Lisieux has come to an end. The facilities and grounds at the
church were wonderful for our convention. Thank you to Father Nolan and the Women of Faith and all those who assisted
from the parish with our convention. We would like to thank
our speakers, Deacon Scott Maentz, Arlene Webb, Leah Carroll and Sister John Catherine Kennedy (all pictured below)
who covered different aspects of The Holy Family. A big
thank you to the women who attended our convention. Even
though all may have been a little tired and ready for home, it
was great to see all of you again.
Remember to mark your calendars to do it all again next
year at St. Thomas the Apostle in Lenoir City April 20 to
April 22, 2023.
Deacon Scott Maentz

Sister John Catherine Kennedy

Leah Carroll

Arlene Webb

Go to
Pg 8

See additional
Convention
Photos/Info
on page 8.

Friday night Mardi Gras Bunco Party
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CROSS CATHOLIC FOOD PACKING A HUGE SUCCESS!!
Submitted by Patty Johnson

In October 2021, I received a call
from June Lawrence with Cross
Catholic saying Children were starving and could we do a Food Packing.
I took her request to the October KDCCW Board meeting. The Board
voted yes to the project and Bishop
Stika approved and so we began. The
goal was to raise $13,500 to receive
the food to pack 40,000 meals. All
CCW deaneries and parishes were to
be involved.
Through the generosity of many individuals and most of our CCW’s we
had raised over $18,000.00 by the 1st
of March 2022. Cross Catholic was
notified that we had exceeded our
goal in fund raising and the K-DCCW
Board agreed to move to the next
level of 50,000 meals for a cost of
$16,500.00. I received all the donations and forwarded them to KDCCW Treasurer, Kathy Morin for
deposit in a special account. Careful
record keeping was done. We had 75
donors, 15 of which represented combined CCW’s or other organizations
and 60 Individual donors. All donors
were sent Thank you notes and Sally
Jackson headed that part.
Sacred Heart
Hall was the
designated
place for the
food packing
and arrangements were
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made to have all supplies delivered
there. Joan Rowe organized the 100
or more Men, Women and Children
who volunteered to help on March
26th, Food Packing Day. A dozen Ladies came on Friday to set up the tables for the assembly line to pack soy,
beans, vegetables and rice in the bags
that were weighed sealed and packed
in boxes to be shipped to feed hungry
children in Guatemala. By the end of
the day, we had packed 50,126 meal
bags.
A huge thank you goes to all who donated to this project and all who gave
of their time by coming to Knoxville
to pack the food. It was a beautiful
project for our Council to complete
during Lent of this year. After all the
accounting was completed, there was
a surplus of money donated and the
Board voted to give a donation to the
NCCW Partnership with Catholic Relief Services Water for Life project.
Look for our story in the next issue of
NCCW Catholic Woman magazine as
our Food Packing story will be taken
to Pope Francis by members of the
World Union of Catholic Women.

Thank You to the Committee: Patty Johnson (chair),
Joan Rowe, Patti Macken, Sally Jackson. Judy Collins,
Pat Ryan, and Linda Lambert . Special thanks to
June Lawrence with Cross Catholic who made all the
delivery arrangements.

Above: Food packing set up crew

Below: Volunteers at work

7

KDCCW CONVENTION HIGHLIGHTS 2022
CONTINUED
MASS OF REMEMBRANCE

Above: Bishop Stika is joined by many priests at the Mass of Remembrance 2022.
Below: Deanery Presidents hold candles to honor the women named at
the 2022 Mass of Remembrance

If you would like to watch the
Convention Masses (including
the Mass of Remembrance)
copy and paste the link below
into your browser.
The video is on the Parish
YouTube channel.
https://youtu.be/-ndNLpDs91w
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NEWS FROM THE DEANERIES
Five Rivers Deanery/ Notre Dame CCW in Greeneville
Submitted by Linda Johnson, Notre Dame CCW

The Notre Dame CCW “St Agnes” ministry is dedicated to attend to the needs of children. The
ladies of the parish decided to host 4 “Mommy and Me” cooking classes. Children of all ages attended (from 1 years old to 17 years old) and were guided by both parents and grandparents.
The classes began in February with the children making a Polish Pierogi, hosted by Elaine
Janaski (pictured below). The following months the children made Arepas (a cuisine of Colombia
and Venezuela) which is like a bread made of cornmeal. The third class featured Hot Cross
Buns (prepared on Holy Thursday) , a pastry that originated in England. The final class in May
featured Vietnamese Noodles. These classes provided a wonderful opportunity for parents,
grandparents and young ones to work together in the kitchen to create some tasty treats!

We would love to hear from you!
Please send your Deanery News to Susan Collins at scollins51@hotmail.com

KDCCW
Board Contact
Information

KDCCW FOOD PACKING EVENT
RECOGNIZED BY NCCW
AND PRESENTED TO POPE FRANCIS

President
Susan M. Collins
43 Pinecrest Ct. W.
Greeneville, TN 37745
423-470-2560 (C)
scollins51@hotmail.com

Vice-President
Michelle Peckham
5762 Holly Grove Way Apt
533
Knoxville, TN 37918
517-980-1514
misha1109@yahoo.com

Secretary
Amelia Sweeney
3232 Old Mill Branch Rd.
Sevierville, TN 37876
865-430-5084 (H)
865-209-9097 (C)
thesinginglt@gmail.com

Treasurer
Kathy Morin
20 Valley Forge Dr.
Oak Ridge, TN 37830
865-230-1390 (C)
kathymorin69@gmail.com

Message from NCCW President (Pat Voorhes)
to the CCW Presidents:
Thank you for responding to the email
about the Service Projects and Spiritual Bouquet to be given to Pope Francis. Although all the service projects
were wonderful and deserving, the two
we submitted were the Lincoln DCCW
Pro-Life Diaper Drive (over 172,000 diapers) and Knoxville DCCW Food Packing Event (50,126 meals prepared). Our Spiritual Bouquet included: 9,162 Rosaries, 5,058 Masses, 2,397
Hours of Adoration, 2,681 Divine Mercy Novenas and
1,500 Hail Mary’s.

